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only to ensure its efficiency but also to
mawntain its popularity. There was no
doubt room for improvement in more
respects than one. Tt appeared to him
that the salaries paid to the staff-officers
were meagre in the extreme. Let them
take the Inspecting Field Officer to com-
mence with., If such an officer was
necessary at all, his salary, it a.ppea.red;
to him, was totally inadequate; and he
believed the Government would have
proposed a very much larger salary to
that officer but for the fact that the
office was created by the then Governor,
in spité of the expressed wish of that
House to the contrary. Iet them either
do away with the office altogether, or let |
it be adequately paid.
other officers, too, if necessary, ought to
have at any rate fair salaries. He said
“if necessary,” for he should be sorry
indeed to see the movement starved in

the way of acclimatising plants, under
the energetic direction of the committee
appointed for that purpose, the scene of
whose present labors was not far distant
from that chamber. DBeyond that, he
was not in a position to say anything
more on the subject.

Trae CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
then reported that the committee had re-
considered the Hstimates, and had agreed
to a further sum of £476 15s., making
a total of £247,481 16s. 114.

The report was adopted.

The House adjourned at balf-past three
o'clock, p.m,

Some of the;

order to maintain a staff of useless officers. |
He did not intend to take any steps in:
the matter this year, but next year he’

hoped to see an improvement, otherwise

he was very much afraid we should find
that our Volunteer movement had be-
come a thing of the past.

The additional votes moved by the
Covowrat SecreTARY were then agreed
to.

Miscellaneous (roverted to) ;

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) moved that the item ¢ Quar."

antine Stations, £100” be increased to |
£500. The hon. gentleman said as it was

impossible to foresee what expenditure

might be absolutely necessary under this !

bead, he thought it better to ask the
commnittee to increase the vote. He only
Loped the money would not require to he
spent, and, if so, hon. members might
rest assured it would not be expended.

The motion was agreed to, without
opposition.

Me. 8. H. PARKER said, before the
Estimates were reported, he should like
to ask whether the Government had any
intention of establishing = hotanical gar-
den in the vicinity of Pexth? He,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIIL,
. Wecknesda:y, 10tk September, 1854.

Quarantice on Seuth Jetty, Fremantle—Immigronts
fromn the Souil of France, Switzerlnnd, and Ttaly--
Imported Labor Hegistry Bill: in committee—
Message (No. 36): Refund of £10 to Presbyterian
Church—Dessage (Neo. 37) : Assenting to Bills and
Regerving the Goveruor's Salary Bill for the signi-
fieation of Her Majesty's plensure—Election of
memhbers of Finance Committee—Joint Stoek Com-
panies Ordinance, 1858, Ameudment Bill: seeond
reading ; in comnittee—Supreme Court Ordinance,
1861, Amendment Bill: second rending; in com-
mittce—Preabyterian Church Bill: recommnitted—
Deverley-Albany Railway Bill: second reading; in
committee—Report, of Seleet Committee on Publie
Works Loan (Message No, 21)=—Adjonrnment.

Tar SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

INE ON SOUTH JETTY,
FREMANTLE.

Mg. S. H. PARKER asked the Celonial

QUARANT

LSecretf:wy why the Government had

declared a portion of the new south jetty
at Fremantle a place for quarantine? It

thought the time had comec when some
steps should be taken in that direction. seemed strange and inexpedient that o

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. spot so near the town should have been
M. Fraser) said he was not aware that 'selected for such a purpose, and he
there was any present intention of estab- ' thought the public would like to know
lishing a botanic garden, but he hoped | the reasons that had actuated the Gov-
that some good work would be done in | ernment in the matter.
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NDIPORTED LABOR REGISTRY BILL.
The House then went into committeg

after consultation with the health officer, | for the consideration of this Dbill, as
who informed the Government that there } amendedl by the select committee to
was no danger that the disease of small- | whom it was referred on August 18th.

pox would be communicated through the!
medium of carge, though brought from 21 .
infected ports, and it was oaly for the!

purpose of unloading cargo that a
portion of the jetty had been proclaimed
as a place for quarantine. The object
was to facilitate trade without at the

public health. No communication would
be allowed between the crew or passen-

Clause 1.—Repeal of 46 Victoria, Nu.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

'A. P. Hensman) explained that the main

principle upon which the select committee
had acted was that all contracts with

i ! . "coolie laborers entered into with the ap-
same time in any way endangering the proval of a British authority,

or of any
authority of a European Government of
the country where the contract had heen

gers of vessels coming from infected ports : made, should, as & matter of course, by

and the shore, and it was only cargo that
~ would Le allowed to be landed, which, as
he bhad already said, the health officer
informed the Governor would not be the

means of communicating the particular |5y ¢horities,

disease against the introduction of which
these proceedings were taken,

IMMIGRANTS FROM SOUTH OF
FRANCE, Erc.

Siz T. COCKBURN - CAMPBELL
asked the Colonial Secretary whether the
Government had received a communica.-
tion respecting a letter from Messrs.
Marie, Morem, & Co., of Marseilles, ask-
ing if a certain number of immigrants
from the South of France, Switzerland,
and Italy would be acceptable to this
colony; and whether it is true that the
immigration regulations are of such a
nature as, in the opinion of the Govern-
ment, to prevent the introduction of
these persons ! From what he personally
knew of the peasants of the South of
Prance and Switzerland, we could not
have a better class of colonists.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
M. Fraser) said the Government had
received a commupication from the firm
referred to, through the Government
Resident at Albany, and it was referred to
the Board of Immigration, which body
decided that under the present regula-
tions the proposals must be declined.

Sz T. COCKEBURN - CAMPBELL:
Can the hon. gentleman tell me why ?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said he was not prepared at
that moment to say why, but if the lLon.
member wished for further information
and would give notice, his question would
he answered.

countersigned by the Magistrate here,
and be deemed a valid contract; but
that as to contracts which had not heen
entered into with the approval of such
it should be necessary to
satisfy the Magistrate at the port of
landing bere that such contracts had been
freely and voluntarily entered into by
the laborer, and fully understood by him,
and that the terms of the contract were
not harsh or unfair to the laborer. As
to all contracts subsequent to the original
contract, the committee recommended
that it should be lawful to make them in
the presence of any disinterested witness,
provided a copy of the contract be seut
to the Magistrate of the district within
three months. The committee further
recommended that contracts with these
laborers, after they had heen in the
colony for two years, should no longer Le
subject to the provisions of the Act, and,
further, that all contracts existing at the
time of the passing of this bill, which
had been duly approved by the authorities
already mentioned, should be considered
valid contracts, although not made in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Act
now in force.

Clause agreed to.

Clause 2.—Short title :

Agreed to.

Clause 3.—Interpretation of terms:

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) moved that all the
words after “and,” in the 4th line (deal-
ing with the definition of *laborer "), he
struck out, and the words “ brought into
the colony as a laborer, or servant, or for
any other similar employment,” he in-
serted.
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This was agreed to, without opposition,
and the clause as amended put and
possed.

Clauses 4 and 5:

Agrecd to, sub eilentio.

Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A, P. Hensman) moved that the rvemain-
ing clauses of the bill be struck out, with
w view of inserting the amended clauses
as proposed by the select committee.

This was agreed to.

Clause 6.—“The said contract shall be
“in wnting signed or marked by the
“pmployer or his agent and by the
“ laborer, and it shall specify the nature
“of the employment, the period of the
“gervice (which shall not exceed three
“ yours), the amount of wages, the times
“of payment thereof, and that rations
“be supplied, substantial, sufficient, and
“guitable for the laborer. The contract
“ghall also contain stipulations by the
“employer that the laborer shall be pro-
“vided with fit and proper lodging dur-
“ing the period of his engagement, and
“that he shall be returned to the port or
“ place of his shipment, at the expense of
“ the employer, at the end of the period
¢ of service; and that medical attendance
“shall be provided by the employer, at
“his cxpense, for the laborer when
 practicable and necessary, unless the
“illncss of the laborer shall have been
“ caused by his own improper act or fault,
“ Providecd, however, that the absence of
“ the stipulation as to the return of the
¢ laborer to the place of his shipment as
“aforesaid shall not invalidate any con-
“tract bearing the written approval of
“gny British authority, or of any au-
“thority of a Buropean (Glovernment of
“the country where the contract has
“been made. The said contract may be
“in the Form A in the Schedule hereio:”

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) said that when this
matter was before the select committee,

were satisfied if the contract was entered
into, not alone with the approval of a
British authority, but, in the alternative,
with the approval of the authority of any
European Government of the country
where the contract had been entered
into. Te a certain extent the (Govern.
,ment here agreed with that; but there
tmight be cases in which the European
authority might be an authority of a
country which this Government would
not be prepared to adopt their labour
coutracts,—in other words, they might
not be an authority we could rely on.
'The authority might be Portuguese or
. Spanish, and, without pretending to say
i what were the relations between masters
land servants in those countries or their
| possessions, this Government might not
I'be prepared to swallow, red hot, any
. contracts made with the approval of
those authorities, without inquiry. So
ilong as it was any approved Eurcpean
authority, the Government would be
satisfied ; but the majority of the cowm-
wittee were not prepared at that time
'to accept that suggestion. It was an
important matter for the consideration of
' the House whether we shonld accept all
contracts, made hefore any Kuropean
authority, as a matter of course. What
- the Government said was this—and he
threw it out for the consideration of the
Council-—that we should have the right
to say whether we approved of such
* Earopean authority, before adopting their
contracts. In order to carry out this
intention, he wounld move that after the
word “made,” in the 32nd line, the
. following words be inserted: *“if such
, European Gtovernment shall have been
designated by the Governor in a notice
in the Government Guzetle;” so that all
_contracts should not neccssarily be
. accepted without inquiry. If the Couneil
would only accept this suggestion, the
! Government would not oppose the passage

cortain suggestions were made, which of the bill, as amended, through the
met the views of the majority, and he House; and, without saying any more,
might say that the main principle which ‘ ke hoped the bill would become law. He
governed the committee was this—that threw out the suggestion with that idea
where a contract with a laborer had been 'in view, and he hoped it would be
entered into with the approval of a'received in the spirit in which it was
British authority at the place where the made.

contract was made, such contract should| Mr. BROWN thought he might take
as a matter of course he deemed to be a'it upon himself to say that the suggestion
valid contract. The wmajority of the | marde by the hon. and learned gentleman
cowmittee went further than that, and!was not likely to meet with any great
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opposition. It appeared to bim a reason- | it was the wish of the Government, if
able one, but he thought it would be very ! possible, to have a workable bill and
much better if the Government were to to do all they could to meut the views

designate these European authorities in
the bill itself, rather than in the Govern-
ment Gazette. He thought the Dutch
Government might be accepted as an
authority whose contracts our own Gov-
ernment might safely adopt, and, as the
Dutch had several possessions among the
islands of the Malayan archipelago from
whence these laborers were likely to be
obtained, and as it was known that the
Dutch authorities were more careful in
guarding the interests of the laborers
under their dominion than the Chinese
6F the authorities at Singapore,—if the
Altorney General would say that the
Dutch Government would be a Govern-
ment whose contracts the colonial authori-
ties here would accept, he should have no
objection whatever to accept the hon.
gentleman’s suggestion.

Tae ATTOENEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman} said he was not pre-
pared to do that on his own responsibility.
He thought the hon. member might
trust the Governor to favor all contracts
that were reasonable.

Mz. BROWN : If the hon. gentleman

will go so far as to state that the con-

tracts of the Dutch authorities shall be

recognised, I shall be satisfied ; otherwise, '

I must oppose the amendment. The

'of the colonists in this matier; and
bhe did not think, if this discretionary
power were left to the Government, there
would be any occasion hereafter, at all
events under the present régime, to blame
the Government. They were desivous to
do everything thcy could to satisfy the
| publie, including the hon. member for
the Gascoyne. Dutch contracts, so far
as be knew, were very fair and reason-
able contracts, and he had no doubt in
his own mind that these contracts would
j be recognised. He could not go any
"further than that.

‘ Me. BROWN: The hon. gentleman
says he has no doubt that contracts en-
tered into with the approval of the Dutch
authorities would be recognised,—under
this clause, I presume. Of course that
118 a question of interpretation, and I
rhave no intention of pitching my judg-
‘ment against the Attorney General's,
' At the same time I do not forget that
the Attorney General, not exactly twitted
"us, but blamed us for that we opposed a
,certain bill introduced only two years
.ago; and that the Government thought
it very inconsistent on my part to re.
quire such sweeping alterations as I then
did. The hon. and learned gentleman
* placed the responsibility of the existing

Government themselves in the original | state of the law upon the members of
bill were prepared to accept any Euro- !this Council—a fair position enough.
pean Government’s contracts, but now ' But I accepted that bill upon the inter-
after further consideration they wish to pretation put upon it, and the assurances
reserve to themselves the right to refuse  given, by the Government benches; and,
to recognise the actions of some Furo- |if I accept this clanse as it is proposed to
pean Governments. amend it, it is upon the interpretation
Tee ATTORNEY GENERAT (Hon. | put upon it by the legal adviser of the
A. P. Hensman) said he had not come ! Government, ~ At the same time I must
down prepared to say what might be|say that, in my humble opinion, until
done in the fubture, and, for the pur-:this Gazefie notice is made, contracts en-
poses of this particular clause, it was'tered inlo with the Duich authorities
not absolutely necessary to make such’ would be invalid,—at least, so it seems
a provision in it; but the same principle to me.
was to run through the whole bill. As Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hou.
to his making any pledge, he was sure A. P. Hensman): All I can say is, if
that upon consideration the hon. mem- such a contract were made, I should
ber would not expect him to do so. He advise the Government that it was a
couldd not, on his own responsibility, perfectly good contract.
mention what authorities might be in- Me. VENN said he was inclined to
cluded or excluded from the operation of  support the views of the hon. member
the bill. Circumstances might change, for the Gascoyne. These agreements,
and some discretion must be left to the it appeared to him, would he practically
Governor. All he could say was, that invalid, unless the particular Government
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with whom they were made were desig-' pressed throughout the whole of the
nated by notice in the Gazette. He ' discussion in committee, would be carried
thought the Attorney General was to be{out, by what he might call o side wind.
congrafulated upon the insinvating man-| Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
ner m which he had sought to introduce ' A, P. Hensman) said he was sorry
this amendment without raising discus- I the hon. member should have misunder-
sion, But he thought it was the duty of I stood him. What he had suggested in
those who supported the views of the | committee was the very proposition wEich
hon. member for Gascoyne to do all they | ke now made. With regard to the hon.
could to protect the employers of these . member for the Gascoyne’s objection, he
men. "believed that all the conditions here pro-

Mr. BROWN said it was not the, posed to be imposed were embraced in

action of the Government they had’
reason to be afraid of. He bad no doubt
the Government would recognise all that
was wanted ; but they were acting very .

the Dutch contracts, and there was no
reason whatever why this Govermment
should not accept them; and, so far as
the present clause was concerned, the

cautiously, and probably under instruc. | Dutch authorities would come under the
tions from home. It was the laborers | designation of a Buropean Government.
themselves that employers were afraid of, ' He could not undertake to pledge the
and for this reason—not because the | Government any further, nor would it be
agrecment may not have been volun- | right on his part to do so. He might
tarily entered into and be a perfectly ' have the strongest moral conviction in
fair agreement, but because these agree- ' his own mind as to what would be recog-
ments would not be in the form of the | nised and what would not be recognised,
schedule to our Act; and a laborer | but he would not be justified in pledging
so engaged would very soon find out|the Government, without at any rate
that he could snap his fingers at his | affording them further opportunity for
master, in the same way as these laborers consideration. The only desire which
were now doing, simply because their | the hon. member himself could have was
agreements were nol worth the paper | to guard againgt any confract, no matter
upon which they were written. He . with whom made, being necessarily ac-

thought if the committee passed the
clause as it now stood they would be
doing no harm to the laborer. He ap-
preciated the spirit in which the Govern.-
ment had come forward in this matter;
but both sides of the House, the Govern-

ment as well as the elected members, had !
responsibilities, and, for his own part,

being dissatisfied with the amendment,
be must vote against 1t

Trr Hon.
grotted to say that he could not agree
with the Attorney General’s amendment,
for it went against the principle affirmed
by a majority of the committee, who con-
gidered that an agreement entered into
with the approval of any European au-
thority should be a valid agreement.
But now it was proposed to restrict these
agreements to such Governments as the
Governor of this colony might choose to
designate. They had no assurance what-
ever as to what Governments would be
designated, or what Governments would
not be recognised, and possibly none at
all might be designated; consequently

the Attorney General’s desire, us ex-

J. ¢. Lee STEERE re-

'cepted, even when made under the au-
thority of a Government whose laws were
. repugnant ko our own laws on the subject.
Mzr., MARMION said his sympathies
in this matter were with the hon. member
for the Gascoype, who, he knew, had
given o great deal of time and attention
to this measure. At the same time he
thought there was something in the ar-
guments put forward by the Attorney
General ; and, so far as thig clause was
concerned, they were chiefly dealing with
the stipulation as to returniog a laborer
| to his own country, and it was just pos-
sible that, unless some such stipulation
were made, these men might be thrown
upon the Government. ‘With regard
to other clauses, no doubt this amend-
ment would have a material effect upon
the working of the bill, and he in no way
pledged himself to support it.
The amendment was then put, and the
committee divided, the pumbers being—
Ayes
Noes

HIODL‘D

Blajority for
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AYES. NoEs.
Hon. M, Frager Mr. Bort
Hon, J, Forrest Mr. Crowther
Mr. Mason Br. Davis
Mr. Glyde Mr. Grant
Mr. Loton Mr. McRae
Mr. Marmion Hon. J. G. Lec Steere
Mr. 8. 8. Parker Mr. Yenn
Mr. Randell Mr. Browx (Telicr}
Hon. A. P. Heusmnn

Tetlcr,
The a.mcndn:ent. :vn.s therefore carried,
and the amended clavse put and passed.
Clauses 7 to 10 were agreed to sub
silentio.

Clause 11.—* The said medical certifi-
“cate may be zigned at the port or place
** of shipment of such laborer by a person |
“ authorised to practise as a physician or |
“surgeon by any law in force in any of
“Her Majesty’s dominions or by any,
“licensed or recognised school of medi- !
‘ cine, or it may be signed at the port or
“ place of landing of such laborer by a
# Government medical officer ;*

Mr. MARMION said this clause ap-
peared to be incongistent on the face of
it. The medical certificate at the place
of shipment might be signed by any
medical practitioner, but, at the place
of landing, no certificate would do buk
that of Government medical officers.
‘Why insist upon this distinction, when
any doctor would answer the purpose at
the port of shipment ?

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) said it appeared to be a
provision in favor of the laborer, and no
harm could come out of it. No objec-
tion was raised to it by the members of
the select commitice. We could not of
course insist upon obtaining certificates
from Government medical officers in
other countries than our own.

The clause was then put and passed.

Clause 12 was agreed to without com-
menf.

Clause 13—“Within fourtcen days
“after the landing of any laborer within
“the colony, or within such extended
“time as to the Magistrate in his dis.
‘ cretion may seem necessary and proper,
“the employer or his agent and the
“laborer shall go before the Magistrate
“ of the port of landing, and the employer
“or his agent shall produce the contract
*“entered into between the parties as
“aforesaid, and the employer shall prove
“to the satisfaction of the Magistrate

i that the contract has been explained to,

“and freely and voluntarily entered into!

“ Dby the laxborer, and that it is under-

“stood by him ; provided that the fact of
“any contract having been entered into
“ before and signed by & British authority
“or any authority og a European Gov-
“ernment of the country where the
“ contract has been made, shall be primd
“facie evidence that such contract has
“been explained to and freely and
* voluntarily entered into and understood
“by the laborer:”

Mr. MARMION said that in order to
meet the views of the hon. member for
the Gascoyne, as expressed when the 6th
clause was under consideration, he now
begged to move that the words “or

1 Dutch” be inserted after the word

‘ British,” in the 18th line.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAT (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) pointed out that the
cffect of this amendment would be that
they would be getting the bill out of gear
altogether. The subject had been fully
discussed, and the committee had divided
upon it, and why should they not adhere
to the principle already affirmed? Tt
appeared to him a most inconvenient
course to adopt. A contract would be
good for some purpose and not good for
other purposes. He hoped the hon.
member would think better of it, and
support the Government in this matter,
and also support his own vote. They
would get all the clauses of the bill so
mixed np as to make a hash of it. Some
hon. member, when a Further clause came
under discussion, might move to insert
the French, or Spanish, or Portuguese
authority.

Me. BROWN said there were han.
members now at hand who did not vote in
the previouns division, and he hoped the
decision then arrived at would now be
reversed. He hoped the Government
would observe that a large majority of
those who had voted in the previous
division were ¢lected members, whose
views were entitled to consideration,
though they were opposed to the views
of the Government.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said it
seemed to him that the Government had
given way very considerably in this
matter. [Mr. Browx: Hear, hear.)
He was glad to hear the hon. member
assenting to that statement. He thought
the Government had met the House in a

_very fair and liberal spirit; they had
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conceded almost everything hon. members
had asked for, and he thought the hon.
member for the Gascoyne himself ought
to be satisfied.

Mr. RANDELL said he had always
taken considerable interest in these bills,
and, so far as his influence went, it had
always been exerted in support of the hon.
moember for the Gascoyne. This was the
third bill that had been brought before
the House dealing with this subject, and
he thought it was the best one—except
perhaps that introduced by the hon. mem-
ber for Geraldton bimself (Mr. Browu),
and which was vetoed. He thought
that good reasons had been assigned why
the principle already affirmed sbhould be
adhered to, and he thought it would be
wise for the House thus far to meet the
wishes of the Government in the maitter,
50 that a good bill might now be secured
for the country, a bill that would work
well. He failed to see why they should
withhold their confidence from the Gov-
ernor; it was not at all likely that any
Governor would fail to at once designate,
by a notice in the (azetfe, what Euro-
pean authorities would be recognised in
the matter of these comtracts, and that
the Dutch authorities would be one of
those that would be so designated. If
the hon. member insisted upon his
amendment, the probability was that
they would lose the whole bill, which
certainly was a great improvement upon
the present Act, and its loss would be a
loss to the country. If they were work-
ing men under Party Government he
should perhaps have hesitated before
accepting the assurance of the Attorney
Greneral on this subjeet; but, under our
present constitution, when our Ministers
were not liable to be removed at will, he
thought they might, with the utmost
confidence, accept the assurance of the
hon. and learned gentleman, and leave
the matter in the hands of the Governor,
in the knowledge that His Excellency
would do what was hest in the interests
of the colony.

Ter COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) had hoped that when this bill
bad been amended by the select com-
mittee it would have been accepted by
the House as a very proper measure;
and he trusted that the hon. member,
upon further consideration, would see the
non-necessity of pressing his amend-

ment, and jeopardising the whole bill,
Should it Dbe discovered heseafter that
there was anything objectionable or un-
workable about the bill, it might be .
amended at a future session; but he did
hope hon. members would endeavor to
meet the Government in a fair and liberal
spirit in this matter.

Mg. MARMION said, as to throwing
the bill out of gear, as stated by the
Attorney General, it appeared to him
there was no necessity for that, nor ary
danger, for the bill might be recom-
mitted, so as to make all its clauses
harmonise.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A, P, Hensman) : Qur position is this,—
we have already, I think everyone admits,
gone a8 far as we possibly can, and we
wish to be consistent. We do not wish
to be invidious, and put forth one country
as superior and more to be trusted than
the rest. 'Why should hon. members go
out of their way to assume that the
Governor would attempt to create a diffi-
culty, when it is admitted on all hands
that these Dutch contracts are fair and
reasonable contracts ?

Mr. BROWN said he saw nothing
“invidious” in the amendment, seeing
that the Dutch Government was the only
Government we were at present trading
with, in respect of these laborers. No
laborers were introduced from Spanish
or Portuguese possessions, otherwise per-
haps there might be something invidious
in ga.rticula.rising the Dutch Government
and no other.

The question was then put, that the
words proposed to be inserted be inserted,
and, a division being demanded, there
appeared—

Ayes ... Lo 11
- Noes ... 9
Majority for 2
AYES, NoEa.
Mr. Brown Hon. M, Fraeer
Mr. Burt Hon. J. Forrest
Mr. Crowther Mr. Mason
Mr. Davis Mr. Glyde
Mr. Grout Mr. Hamersley
Mr. Mnrmion Mr. Toton
Mr. McRae Mr, 8. 8, Parker
Mr. S. H. Parker Mr. Bandell
Mr, Shenton Hon. A. P, Hensman
My. Venn {Telicr.)
Hon. J. G. Lee Sleerco
(Teller.)

! The amendment was therefore carvied,
and the clause put and passed as amended.
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The remaining clauses of the bill were
agreed to sub silentio,

New schedule agreed to.

Title and preamble agreed to.

Bill reported.

MESSAGE (No. 36): REFUND OF £10 T0
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Tue SPEAKER announced the receipt
of the following Messages from His
Excellency the Governor:

“In reply to the Address, No. 36, of
“the Honorable the Legislative Council,
*“the Governor has the honor to state
“that he will crder the sum of £10 to
*“he paid, as requested by the Counncil,
“to the Commissioner or other Officer of
“ the Preshbyterian Church, Perth. The
“payment can be made from funds
“already at the Governor’s disposal.

 Government House, Perth, 10th Sep-
“ tember, 1884.”

MESSAGE (No. 37): ASSENTING TO
BILLS AND RESERVING GOVERNOR'S
SALARY BILL,

“The Governor informs the Honorable
“ the Legislative Council that he hLas this
“ day assented, in Her Majesty’s name,
“ {0 the undermentioned Bills :—

“11. An Act to make it lawful lo cloge

“up certain porlions of Streels in the
“ Town of York.

“r12. An Acl lo amend the Law of
“ Newapaper Libel, and lo provide
« for the Registration of Newspaper
“ Proprietors.

“13. An Aet to simplify the procedure
“in amending Deeds of Grant
“awhich contan an erroneous des-
“cription of the boundaries of fthe
“land contained {herein.

“14. An Act to amend * The Wines,

‘ Beer, and Spirtt Sale Act, 1880.

. An Aet lo regulale the construckion
“of Buildingse i Perth and Fre-
“mantle, and other Towns within
“the Colony.

“2. The Governor has reserved the
“Bill intituled ‘*An Act to supplement
“the Governor's Salary,” for the signi-
“fication of Her Majesty's pleasure
“ thereon.

“ 3. The several Bills, sealed and noted
“ag necessary, are enclosed herewith.

“ Governmont House, Perth, 10th Sep-
“tember, 1884."

I"l-

v

ELECTION OF FINANCE COMMITTEE.

Trae Hoy. J. G. Lee STEERE moved
for the election, by hallet, of four un-
official members of the House to form
the Finance Commitiee, required by the
16th section of the Audit Act. He took
this opportunity of saying that he thought
lthe thanks of the Council were due to
the members of the board who had Leen
acting on behalf of the Legislature in
controlling unauthorised expenditure.
. As a member of the select committee on
the Excess Bill he had observed that the
members of the board had exercised very
great carve not to advise the Government
to incur any more expenditure than was
actually required.

Me. BROWN said he cordially en-
dorsed what had fallen from the hon.
member for the Swan. A reference to
the minute book of the committee would
show that their work was no sinecure.

Hon. members having delivered to the
Clerk the list of names of the members
{0 serve on the commitiee,

The Crerx reported to the Speaker
the following names as having received
the greatest number of votes: Mr. 8. H.
Parker, Mr, Burt, Mr. Marmion, and Mr.
Shenton.

JOINT STOCK COMPANIES ORDINANCE,
1858, AMENDMENT BILL.

Mr. BURT, in moving the second
reading of this bill, said that the Ordin-
ance which regulated the formation and
registration of joint stock companies did
not apply to persons associated together
for the purposes of banking or insurance,
and the object of the present bill was to
extend the provisions of the Ordinance to
insurance companies. This had been
done in England, and, he believed, every-
where the principle was admitted that it
was desirable that insurance companies
should limit their liability. He thought
all that was necessary to be done in
order to introduce the principle here
could be accomplished by this short bill,
which hon. members would see only con-
tained onc clause, providing for the
| omission of two words in the second
l'section of the Joint Stock Compahies
Ordinance.  His attention had been
called to the matter by reason of the
| recent formation of a local fire insurance
' company, and he thought everyone would
. be glad to find the colony progressing to
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that extent that a local company for fire: be happy to give his assistance in the
insurance purposes had received such | matter to any hon. member who thought
promises of support. He believed there | he was likely to be there next year. © He
could be no objection whatever to extend ; hoped the hon. and learned gentleman -
the provisions of the Companies Act to would not press his objection to the
this msurance company or to any other ! present little bill, otherwise the local com-
company of the same kind that might be | pany which had recently been organised

formed here.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

A.P. Hensman) said, as the bill was very
short, and was brought in for the object
stated by the hon. member in charge of it,
to encourage local enterprise, he did not
propose to offer any serious opposition to
the second reading. At the same time
he was not at all sure but that the pro-
visions of the existing Act would apply
to ‘insurance companies. It was rather
a hasty piece of legislation, and, for that
reason, he was afraid not very satis-
factory. The object in view was no
doubt a good one, but he was not at all
sotisfied that the bill was necessary to
accomplisb that object. There was every
wish on the part of the Government to
encourage local enterprise, and if this
little bill would meet the circumsiances
of the case he did not know that there
could be any great objection to it.
it was brought forward rather hastily
and in a somewhat immature state, and,
unless the hon. member was satisfied,
perhaps it would be better if the measure
were postponed until another session, so
that the whole law on the subject might
be assimilated with legislation in Eng-
land and elsewhere.

Me. BURT said that some time ago he
drew attention to the desirability of
introdecing such a bill, and he gave the
hon. gentleman a copy of the draft. He
knew that the hon. gentleman had not
probably had time fo investigate the sub-
ject, but he (Mr. Bart) had looked
through the English Acts—not exhaust-
ively, he admitted—and he could not
find any provision specially applicable to
insurance companies. Most of them
were devoted to regulations affecting
banking companies. No doubi the local

But |

‘ would have to suspend its operations for
| another year. .

' The motion was then put and passed,
-and the bill read a second time.

* Mg. BURT moved that the bill be now
i considered in committee.

| Agreed to, without opposition.

IN COMMITTEE :

Clause 1—agreed to, sub silentio.
Preamble and title agreed to.
Bill reported.

SUPREME COURT ORDINANCE, 1861,
AMENDMENT BILL.

Mge. BURT, in moving the second
reading of this bill, said this was another
very small bill, and its object might be
very briefly stated. Clause 16 of the
! 94th Vict. No. 15 (Supreme Court Ordin-
ance, 1861) dealt with the admission of
barristers, and the latter portion of the
clause enacted that no person shall he
admitted to practise law at the Local Bar
vuntil he had proved that, among other
things, he had served five years in the
office of some barrisier in this ecolony.
Under a more recent Act a Board had
heen appointed for the purpose of
examining candidates for admission to
the Bar, and that Board was empowered
to malke rules to regulate admissions to
the Bar. He found that one of the rules
which ran through all these regulations
in the other colonies was one empower-
ing the examining Board, in the case of
candidates holding University degrees, to
shorten the period which such candidates
must serve before their admission; and
the object of the present bill was to en-
' able our own Board to exercise the same
power. The way he proposed to do this

Ordinance required amending in mwany : was by rvepealing the words in the Act
other respects, and the probability was which provided that all candidates shall
that a more complete measure would be ! have regularly served five years in the
brought in next session. IHe was not ib | office of a local barrister, so as to give the
a position to say at the present moment | Board the power of shortening that period
that he should himsclf bring it in, but, | in the case of gentlemen who had ob-
if the Attorney Geuoeral should not have | tained a University degree, or who had
time to prepare it, he (Mr. Burt) would | passed a University examination.
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Tae Howr. J. G. Lee STEERE : What' to sit again, as he iutended to introduce
guarantee will the public have, if thesc a new cluuse dealing with the payment
words are repealed, that there will be of a stamp duty by barristers on their
any test at all required for the admission | admission.
of barristers? Although the Act referred  DMotion agreedto,and progress reported.
to was pasged three years ago, I helieve’
that up to the present time no rules: . .
whatever have been passed by the Board, PRESBYTERTAN CHURCH BILL.
and all that is necessary for admission is  This bill was recommitted, and some
that the candidate shall be of good fame ' verbal alterations were introduced, and
and character. It appears to me that if . agreed to, without discussion. (Vide
these words are expunged there will be no ., “ Votes and Proceedings,” p. 174.)
professional test at all. I

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

A. P. Hensman) said he believed that as| BEVERLEY-ALBANY RAILWAY BILL.

a matter of fact no rules had been framed! Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
by the Board ; but the Board was in ex-| A. P. Hensman), in moving the second
istence, and consisted of the Chief, reading of this bill, said it was unneces-
Justice, the Attorney General, and a'sary for him to occupy any time in doing

private member of the Local Bar elected
by that body. The Board had had two
or three meetings, and had been engaged '
in considering the question of rules, and"
been in communication with the other
colonies in order to ascertain what their
rules were; and he thought he was right'
in saying that the Board would very
shortly put forward its rules for ad.
mission. As a matter of fact, he
believed no candidates had presented

so, the matter having so recently been
discussed. The bill had been brought
in, in order to enable the Governor to
sign the contract with BMr. Hordern and
to do all that was necessary to carry it
into effect, also to give the contractor
certain powers ag to entering upon lands
for the purposes of the railway.

The motion was agreed to, and the
bill read a second time.

Tne ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon,

themselves for admission since the Board A. P. Hensman) moved that the bill be
was established, and he was not awarc' now considered in committee.
that there were any candidates at the ' Tue Hown. J. G. Lee STEERE: We
present moment prepared fo present.cannot go into committee on the bill
themselves; so that the Board was not at witliont having the contract bLefore us.
all in default. The House might rely:It was understood that the contract
they would not admit anybody, unless he | would he placed hefore the House.
was qualified, to become o member of the; Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
Bar. For his own part, he saw no ob-' A. P. Hensman): The contract, I need
jection to the bill now before the House. : hardly say, will be based upon the
It appeared to bim desirable that the recommendations already agreed to by
five years probation should in certain ' the House. I do not know how it could
cases be shortened. ‘have been understood that the contract
Mgr. RANDELL: Is it likely in any would have been placed on the table: it
way to act prejudicially in the case of is a very important document, and I
students qualifying for admission ? 'think will take some time to put into

Mz. BURT: On the contrary, it may
assist them. ‘

The motion for the second reading was
then agreed to, and the House went into
committee on the bill,

IN COMMITTEE. '
1

Clause 1.—Repealing portion of section [
16 of 24th Vicet,, No. 15:

Agreed to, without comment.

Tae Hoxn. J. G. Lee STEERE moved |
that progress be reported, and leave given |

proper legal shape, as the terms of it are
to Le found scattered alout in various
resolutions adopted from time to time by
the House,

The motion for going into committee
was then agreed to.

IN COMMITTEE:

Clause 1—Short title :

Agreed to.

Clause. 2—*“The term *contractor?’
shall mean and include the contractor
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and his heirs and assigns, as expressed
in the contract: "

Mr. 8. H. PARKER thought it would
be well to make the definition coincide
with the definition of the term * con-
tractor’ in the contract itself, where the
contractor referred to any syndicate or
company formed for carrying out the
work.

Tag ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A, P. Hensman): The words *as ex-
pressed in the contract™ would cover
that. The contractor's assigns would
embrace anybody to whom he may assign
his coutract.

Clause agreed to.

Clause 3.—*“TIt shall be lawful for the
“ Governov, acting on behalf of the colony
* of Western Australia, to enter into and
‘“execute a contract for the construc-
* tion, management, and working, by the
“ contractor, of a railway from Beverley
“to Albany; and to do all the things
“ necessary and proper to be-done by the
“ overnor as aforesaid for the carrying
“into effect of the terms and conditions
“ of the said contract:”

Tue Howx. J. G. Lme STEERE:
‘What we have agreed to is not a railway
 from Beverley to Albany,” but o railway
between Beverley and Albany.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A, P. Hensman): If you say “between”
Beverley and Albany I am not quite
certain that you would get a railway for
a hundred miles between those two places.
What we want is a railway from Beverley
to Albany, which also means from Albany
to Beverley. .

The clause was then agreed to.

Clause 4—Power to contractor to enter
upon lands and to do all necessary things,
in like manner as the Commissioner of
Railways :

Tre How. J. G. Lee STEERE asked
the Attorney General whether he did not
think it would be advisable to insert the
clause recommended by the Secretary of
State, in his despatch dated the 24th
June, 1884, in which Lord Derby, writing
to the Governor said: ‘ Your Govern-
“ment will, I presume, incorporate in
“any contract that may be agreed to, or
“in gome statntory enactment to which
‘““such contract will be subject, such of
“the provisions of the Imperial Railways
“QClanses Act and Lands Clanses Act as
“would be applicable in the case of the

“proposed railway, and to which no
“ reasonable objection could be enter-
“ tained.”

Tex ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A.P. Hensman) : Possibly the Secretary
of State, when he wrote that, was not
aware that our own Railways Act gives
the Commissioner of Railways full power
to do what the Secretary of State referred
to. Had we not a Railways Act of our
own, it would have been very desirable to
have introduced a clause, as suggested
by Lord Derby.

The clause was then put and passed.

Preamble and title agreed to.

Bill reported,

LOAN OF £525,000 FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{ MESSAGE No. 2l): REPOR1T OF
SELECT COMMITTEE.

The House resolved itsclf into a com.
mittee of the whole, to consider the
report of the select committee appointed
to deal with His Excellency’s Message
(No. 21) relating to the schedule of
works to be undertaken out of the pro-
posed loan of £525,000.

IN COMMITTEE.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M., Fraser) said it would be seen from
the detailed character of the schedule of
works submitted by the committee, that
the pressing wants of cach district and
division of the colony had been con-
sidered, and he could only express the
hope that the committee’s views of the
requirements of the whole colony in this
respect were such as would meet with
general favor. The schedule, it would be
observed, absorbed £405,000 out of the
£525,000 proposed to be raised. About
£20,000 of the balance would represent
the cost of raising the loan and the defi-
ciency between par and the actual amount
rcalised. The remaining £10,000 the
committee considered ocught to be re-
served for contingencies. With regard
to harbor works at Fremantle, for which
the committee recommend the appropri-
ation of £105,000, the committee were of
opinion that no money should be ex-
pended on the work until Sir John Coode,
or some other engineer recommended by
him, had made a personal inspection of
the site, and reported as to the most
suitable plans for adoption. The same
remartk applied to the Mandurah break-
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water, for which a sum of £1,300 was
included in the schedule. With regard
to the telegraph lines included in the
schedule the committee were of opinion
that some lines—such as those from
Pinjarrah to Mandurah, Gingin to Guild-
ford, and Bunbury to Bridgetown—
might well be worked on the telephone
system, thus avoiding costly working and
at the same time giving increased facili-
ties of communication along the lines.
Some of the members of the select com-
mittee, it would be observed, dissented
from the conclusions arrived at Ly the
majority. Mr. Steere, for instance, dis-
sented from the report, insomuch as it
did not in his opinion set aside a sufficient
amount to carry the projected harbor
works at Fremantle to a successful comple-
tion, thus risking, in the hon. member's
opinion, the possibility of such an import-
ant national undertaking being left in an
unfinished state, whilst, on the other
hand, the proposed appropriation would,
in his opinion, in many instances, cause
a merely temporary prosperity by ex-
pending money on ‘works which there
was not much hope of ever becoming
reproductive. The hon. member for the
North (Mr. Grant) had also added a
rider to the report, protesting, in view of
the financial condition of the colony and
what may eventually bhe its position,
against the construction by borrowed
capital of works which in his opinion
were not absolutely necessary. In thig
category the bhon. member placed the
Northam and Newcastle railway, the
Bunbury railway, <extravagant public
buildings at Perth,” and harbor works
at Fremantle. The hon. member fore-
seeing, as he sald in his rider, the dis-
memberment of the colony at no very
distant date, protested against the lands
and revenues of the North becoming
liable for the construction of public
works which in the hon. member’s opinion
would in no way benefit the northern
portion of the colony. The hon. member,
bowever, was in full accord with the
committee in recommending the exten-
gion of the telegraph line to Kimberley, as
also atramwayand harbor improvements
at Cossack, which, with any.other public
works carried out in the Northern dis-
tricts, might, the hon. member said, be
charged distinctly to northern revenues.
Mr. Randell had also expressed his

dissent from one item, namely, the pro-
posal to expend £2,500 in additions and
improvements to Government House and
domain, belicving it was not an expendi-
ture which it was desirable to include in
a loan bill. The hon. gentleman con-
cluded by suggesting that the various
works recommended by the select com-
mittee should be considered seriatim,
which was agreed to.

Harbor Works at Fremantle, £105,000 :

Me. 5. H. PARKER said he must say
he fully coincided with the objection
urged by the hon. member for the Swan
in his rider to the report, with reference
to this item. It might be a (uestion
whether it was advisable to apportion
any part of the proposed loan for harbor
works at Fremantle until it bad leen
determined where these works shall be
and until the character of the works had
been decided upon. The committee, how-
ever, had recommended the appropriation
of a certain sum for commencing these
works, but did not propose that a penny
of the money should be spent before
obtaining reliable professional advice on
the subject. But the sum set apart for
the work was evidently insufficient, and
the most we could expect from it was a
mere commencement. Under these civ-
cumstances he thought it would be very
desirable to increase this amount, so that
once the work is commenced it may be
carried through to completion without
delay. Tt might be said we shall prob-
ably be in a position to raise a further
loan hereafter, but he thought it would
be better to include in this loan a suffi-
cient sum to complete the work without
running any risk in the future. There-
fore he would mave, That the sumn now
proposed to be appropriated be increased
by £95,000, making the vote for harbor
works £200,000.

Mz. SHENTON said that, as the
mover in select committee of the conrse
which it was proposed to follow with
regard to this expenditure, he might be
allowed to state the reasons which had
prownpted him in recommending that, for
the present, only £105,000 should be set
apart for these works. Hon. members
acquainted with the construction of such
works must be aware that they took a
considerable time to carry out, and
seeing that the scheme of harbor works
which it was proposed to adopt was Sir
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John Coode’s minor scheme, or a modifi-
cation of it, and that the first part of the
work to be constructed would be a
viaduct—a work that could only be pro-
ceeded with at a very slow rate, mo
matter what number of men might be
employed; seceing also that another
portion of the work, the proposed stone
breakwater, must vecessarily take a long
time to finish, it appeared to him that
the sum of £105,000 would be quite
sufficient for the next three or possibly
four years. By that time there was reason
o hope the colony would have no diffi-
culty whatever in raising the amount of
money that would be required to com-
plete the work, whereas if the whole
amount were raised now the colony
would have to pay a large sum in the
shape of interest upon capital lying idle,
while at the same time it would have the
effect of preventing many other desirable
works from being undertaken for some
years to come. As the whole colony
must bear its share of the tazation from
which the interest upon this loan would
be provided, he thought the claims of
the whole colony, as regards public works,
ought to be borne in mind in apportion-
ing the loan. The various works enumer-
ated in the schedule appeared to the
gelect committee to he works of urgent
importance. The schedule originally
prepared by the committee involved an
expenditure of £650,000, which of course
had to be cut down to bring it within
the limit of the proposed loan. For his
own part, he might add that he was
as much interested in the construction of
suitable harbor works at Fremantle as
any hon, member was, but he thonght
the sum proposed to be set apart would
be us much as would be required for the
next three years at the utmost, no matter
bow wany men wers employed on these
works.

Tue How. J. G. Lez STEERE said he
rose merely to reiterate what he had
already stated in his rider to the select
committee’s report, that in his epinion
the amount set aside for harlbor works
not being anything like sufficient to com-
plete the works, we ought not to run the
risk of these works heing left in an
unfinished state, pending the time when
the colony may be in a position to raise
a further loan. He could not help think-
ing that many of the other works

proposed would merely have the effect of
causing a transient prosperity, and that
there was very little hope indeed of their
ever becoming reproductive works. Un-
der these circumstances, he should have
preferred seeing a sufficient provision
made in this loan to carry to completion
such an important national undertaking
as harbor works ; but, seeing that he was
in a minority, it would be useless on his
part to carry his opposition any further
than recording his dissent from the com-
wmittee's recommendation in this matter.
The hon. member for Toodyay said he
thought £105,000 would be sufficient to
enable us to proceed with a particular
seheme of harbor works, but he did not
think the hon. member bad any right to
assume as a matter of course that the
particular scheme alluded to would be
that which would ultimately be adopted.
He thought that was very deubtful in-
deed, and he should be very much sur-
prised if a much larger aunount than this
would not be required within the next
three years.

Mir. MARMION said he was afraid no
good object would be attained if be were
to address the House, as he should wish
to do, at considerable length on this
important question. It would be seen
by the report of the select committee
that he had brought forward in committee
a resolution in favor of including a sum
of £242 000 in this loan bill for the pur.
pose of carrying into effect Sir John
Coode’s minor scheme, known as ‘ design
B, or such a modification of that scheme
as might be recommended by Sir John
Coode or any.engineer deputed by him to
visit Fremantle to examine the locality
and to report upon the best plan for
adoption. In this, however, he was over-
ruled, and, he was sorry to say, received
no support from any member of the com-
mittee. 'This, it would be admitted, was
rather discouraging, and it did wot give
him much hepe of inducing the House
any more than the committee to support
his views. Finding that his resolution
was logt, and completely lost, he did his
best under the circumstances to assist
the committee in apportioning the re-
mainder of the loan as judiciously as
possible, bearing in mind the claims of
the colony at large. When the hon.
member for Perth now moved to add
£95,000 to this vote for harbor works, he
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presumed the hon. member was pre-y
pared to show what other works gshomld |
be omitted from the schedule so as to
wmake up the amount. He was afraid the
hon. member would find some difficulty
in making such a sclection as would
meet with general favor. For his
own part he could only again express
hig regret that thers was no chance
of his own views on the subject being
adopted. He knew there was a feel-
ing among his coostituents that this
question on the present occasion had not
received that consideration at the hands
of the House which it deserved, consider-
ing the national importance of the work,
and the fact that above all others it had
occupied the attention of successive
Couneils not only under the present. con.
stitution but long before this constitution
waa thought of. Personally, and as the
representative of the constituency most
deeply interested in this work, he might
state that he was not so particular that
the whole amount required to complete
the work should be provided in the
present Loan Bill as he was that the
character and position of the work to be
undertaken should be definitely decided
upon, for he had that faith in the future
of his native land that he belicved that
before the amount now set apart shall
have been expended upon the work which
he believed it would be expended upon,
the colony would be in a position to
borrow such further sum as wounld bhe
required to carry out the worlk to com.
pletion. Having that confidence in the
progress and vitality of the colony, it
would ill become him now to occupy the
time of the House with the iden, which
he felt to be a hopeless idea, of inducing
the House to increase this vote. But he
thought he would be justified in saying
this,—that, in the event of any of these
items being struck out, the money so
saved should be added to the vote for
harbor works, which be hoped hon. mem-
bers would agree with him must be re.
garded as the undertaking of the most'
paticonal importance of any of these works.
He might, if he thought any good object
would be served by his doing so, refer to
the decisions already arrived at in that
House as regards the expediency of
adopting Sir John Coode’s scheme as the
scheme most suitable to the requirements
of the colony, but he felt he should only l

be wasting his own time and the time of
the committee were he to do se, He
could not refrain, however, from veferring
to the views which had been expressed on
this subject of harbor works at Fremantle,
by competent authorities, for the last
thirty years, and he hoped hon. members
would bear with him while he did so.
Col. Henderson, R.E,, in a report dated
November, 1854, said : ** His Excellency
will gather that I do not believe that the
great desideratum of a safe and commo-
dious port for vessels of all sizes, and
available in all weathers, can bhe oh-
tained by making an entrance into the
river. To obtain this object the project
originally mooted by His Excelleney, and
chiefly with a view to which the prin-
cipal prison was placed at Fremantle,
remains to be considered, viz., a break-
water projecting from Arthw's Head
mto Gage's Road. T have the honor to
submit the plan and sections of a break-
water which I am of opinion can be
carried out from Arthur's Head with
success and security.” The whole cost
of this proposed work with Imperial
labor would have been to this colony less
than £15,000. “ But” {Col. Henderson
said of the Rocky Bay entrance) *“as re-
gards the first project, viz., cutting a
canal from the ocean into Rocky Bay, the
objections are so obvious and the diffi-
culties and expenses appear so great, even
on a cursory examination, that in select-
ing the site of the permanent prison I
without difficulty rejected any idea of
recommending His Exeellency to place it
contiguous to the pesition of the pro-
posed canal. Supposiug the canal to be
cut, no vessel could enter it except in calm
or moderate weather, and by the aid of
steam; and it would afford no protec-
tion to & vessel making the port in heavy
weather. It has been suggested, I he-
lieve, to protect the mouth of the canal
by a breakwater, but presuming a break-
water to be feasible at that point, the
necessity for the immense additional
expense of a canal is not obvious. 1
think the project offers no prospect of
success, and an attempt to alter the
natural outlet of the river is altogether
too hazardous, and would probably result
in the destruction of both the natural and
artificial channels.” That was Col. Hen-
derson’s opinion, expressed thirty years
ago. Then came Mr. Doyue, from Mel-
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bourne. Mr. Doyne was an cngineer of ' Fremantle to danger, lest the river in
some reputation—some hon. members flocd should burst out (as no doubt it
might say not a good one—and he also re- - did formerly) inte the South Bay over

ported on the feasibility of making a good | the townsite.

The question is, howaver,

harbor within the river. ‘'What Mr. Doyne | referred to the Victorian Government
gaid was this: * A tolerably good light Engincer, and the Melbourne Government

draft channel might be maintained in the
entrance to Swan river during a portion
of the year, but for the remainder it
would be uncertain, while it would cer-
tainly be blocked up at its mouth by a
sand bar or shoals which would preclude
the entrance of vessels drawing more
water than those which now cross the
shoals outside the rocky reef. To obviate
this latter difficulty it has been proposed
to extend the walled-in channel into deep
water, but, in my opinion, this would
result at the best in removing the evil a
Little further out. The river left to
nature will probably always possess as
good a channel as the present one, and if
Inrger means of transit are required
between Fremantle and Perth they can
be provided with greater certainty and at
a cost which can be estimated, by means
of a railway between these points. I
ohserve that a suggestion has been made
to cut a channel from the sea through
Rocky Bay with 2 view to opening a new
entrance fo the river. I have thought
thiz point has Leen sufficiently disposed
of by Colonel Henderson, and needs no
further remarks from me.” So much for
Myr. Doyne.
1374, Governor Weld wrote as under to
the Secretary of State: “ A fine sub-
stantinl open-piled jetty at Fremantle
has becn constructed, and answers pur-
poses for which it was designated, but the
large avd cxtremely difficult guestion of
the construction of a really safe harbor
at or near Fremantle is yet undecided.

Then again, so long ago as

Various plans have heen proposed, and .

pressure has been put on the Govern.

ment to commence works hastily and’

without engincering advice. At one
time one scheme has found favor and
another at another, and the merits of the
rival schemes of our amateurs have been
popularly judged upon the principle of
opposing most strongly anything that
was supposed to find favor with the
Government. Tast session a strong wish

to advaocate a scheme which many persons
think would cause the mouth of the river
Swan to silt up and expose the town of

have been asked to allow him to visit
this celony, but I fear the people will not
accept his decision” —hon, members
would observe Low well Governor Weld
understood us—* and unless the mem-
bers of the new Legislature will agree to
do so, or, in the event of his not coming,
do what I have long since recommended,
namely, ask Your Lordship to refer the
whole question to Sir Jobhn Coode, or
some other great authority, and under-
take beforeband to abide by it, I see no
chance of anything being carried into
effect until the warmth and personal
feeling which strangely enough is always
evoked by this question sball be sue-
ceeded by a more reasonable and business-
like mood. One of my first acts on
reaching this colony was—in accordance
with the formerly.expressed wish of the
Council and colonists—to send for an
engincer of high repute to report. His
report only raised a tempest of objur-
gations, and I must frankly confess
failure in my offorts to leave Fremantle
with a liarbor, and indeed I am far from
being convineed that anything under an
enormous outlay will avail to give an
anchorage and approaches safe in all
weathers for large ships.” So wrote
Governor Weld ten years ago, and he
thought, it would be admitted that Gov-
ernor Weld had gauged public feeling
pretty accurately, He knew the people
would not accept the decision of the
engincer sent for on purpose to report an
the subject ; and was Governor Weld not
right? This subject of harbor works had
occupied the attention of that House for
the past twelve years, and they had
arrived at no decision upon it yet. Aslong
ago as 1872, the late Mr. Bickley moved
for the appointment of a Harbor Board
to report on the subject, and in 1873 the
teport of the Board was brought up, and
referred to a select committee of the
House. The Board recommended that

. | certain works should he undertaken, and
to do something caused the Legislature.

expressed an opinion that the views of
some competent marine engineer should be
taken. The Colonial Secretary, who at
that time occupied the position of Sur-
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veyor General, visited the other colonies
and obtained the opinions of some marine
engineers on the subject. There was
some difficulty in obtaining o personal
visit from any of these engincers, hut
they gave written opinious based upon
the information laid before them. Some
time afterwards, DMr. Wardell, an en-
gineer of considerable experience, again
made a very lengthy report, which Sir
Jobn Coode had characterised as a very
able report; and the opinion which Mr.
Wardell arrived at was that there was no
possibility of making a good harbor inside
the river. He also condemned Owen’s
Anchorage and Cockburn Sound; but,
the harbor works which he recommended
would have cost about £800,000, which, ,
of course, was much beyond the means
of the colony. In 1875 and 1876, again,
a select committee of the House reported
as to the best scheme of harbor works to
be undertaken, and it was npon that re-
port and the plans suggested by the
committee that Sir John Coode based '
his recommendations, which again were
based upon Colonel Henderson's adrvice,
given 25 years previously, He (Mr.
Marmion) had opposed this reference to
Bir John Coode at the time, feeling it
would have the effect of postponing the
work for many years, and that Sir John
Coode would be sure to recommend some
scheme which would be beyond the
meane of the colony to carry out. His
apprehensions were correct, and they
were now once more assembled to consider
the same object. He felt it would be use-
less on his part fo endeavor to win a single
vote in favor of his own predilections in
this matter, in view of the opposition he
had met in select committee, and to the
prevailing feeling among hon. members
in the House. But therc was one sub-
ject upon which he felt bound to speak.
It had become a common expression,
when dealing with this question of harbor
works, to say that it was purely a local
question, that the cry for harbor works
was simply a Fremantle cry, and merely a
Qesire to have the money expended in the
vicinity of that town. He denied it.
But he would ask—even supposing such
to be the case, would there be anything
very strange about it? Would it be
ponything strange that those who had
resided at Fremantle all their lives, who
by their industry or enterprise bad ac-

quired property there, and who had
worked hard to make Fremantle what it
i5, would it e strange that these whose
vostod interests were so to speak wrapped
up in Fremantle, shonld manifest a lively
interest in this questiony  Was it
strange that the residents of the town
who, year after year, and day after day,
had brought under their immediate atten-
tion the dangers, the losses, the incon.
venienees arising from the want of these
works, should display some anxiety to see
some improvement effected 7 Was it to
be wondered at that those who had losses
of property and losses of human life
brought home to their very deors should
manifest some concern and possibly a
stronger interest in this matter than
those who had not these dangers and
these losses so vividly hrought home to
them? He thought not. For his own
part he should never forget, as a resident
of Fremantle, that awful night, many
years ago, when the whole town was in
an agony of suspense concerning the fate
of the five ‘brave meun, the then harbor
master among them, who risked their
lives to save the lives of others in dis-
tress in this very harbor, but who, brave
fellows that they were, lost their own
lives in attempting to succour their
fellow-men. These were the harrowing
scenes that brought home to the people
of Fremantle the necessity which existed
for such improvements in the harbor
accommodation as would afford some
protection from such calamities, and as
would give the principal seaport of the
colony those shipping facilities which it
ought to have, and whick it would be
to the interest of the whole colony that
it should have. Away then, he said, with
the unworthy suggestion that this was
purely a local question, urged upen the
country by considerations of local intereat
alone., Hedenied it. He repudiated the
allegation as unworthy of the town, and
uonworthy of those who put it forward.
He would say no more. He felt that
nothing he could say, that nothing he
could urge, would dissuade the comnittee
from following out the course recom-
mended to it in this matter. He had
simply done his duty, his duty towards
those whom he had the honor of repre-
senting, his duty towards the town of his
birth, his duty towards the colony at

"large,—for no one could gainsay that this
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gquestion of harbor works at Fremantle
was a ¢ueslion of national concern and
national importance.

M. BROWN said it was to be ex-
pected that so large a question as that
now before the committee should elicit
considerable discussion, and he regretted
very much they should have to a.pproa.ch

its coustdcnt.mn at so0 late ar hour in the .

evening (midnight). He thought it
would be admitted that the hon. member
who had just sat down had dealt with
the whole subject in a2 masterly way, and
delivered probably the best of the many
good speeches which the hon. member
had ever spoken in that House. The hon,
member had arrived at the conelusion
that the time had now come when this
guestion of harbor works should be
finally decided, and that they should at
once pledge the colony to carmry out a
particular scheme, or some modification
of that scheme, or spend nothing at
all upon harbor works. He regretted his
inability o agree with the hon. member
in the conclusions he had arrived at.
Personally he preferred the larger of Sir
John Coode’s two schemes. He was not
one of those who took a gloomy view of
the future of the colony, and if it should
be proved, after persenal examination of
the locality either by Sir John Coode
himself or his deputy, that the larger
scheme was better adapted to our re-
quirements than the minor design, he
thought it wonld be a great mistake to
expend £242.000 upon a scheme that
would not give us what was required for
the chief port of the colony, accommo-
dation for vessels of the largest class.
He Dbelieved the colony had sufficient
vitality in it to cnable it to provide for
itself any great public work that may be
necessary. He did not say that it could
do =0 under the present form of govern.
ment, but he did say that if Western
Australia had a fair chance given to her
she could provide for herself all the
public works that were necessary for her,
and would be perfectly able to find a
sufficient sum for harbor works of such a
character as would meet our require-
ments to the full. The hon. member had

quoted an opinion expressed by Governor |

not far to scelz. The people of the colony
were not likely to abide by the schemes
referred to, for a very good reasonm,—Dhe-
cause at that time those schemes were
considered altogether beyond the means
of the colony to undertake. They bad
since then had Sir John Coode’s opinion,
but the opinions expressed by that emi-
nent authority were not conclusive opin-
ions. There were data and information
wanting which Sir John Coode himself
told them prevented him from expressing
a definite opinion on the subject. In these
circumstances he thought the select
committee had acted wisely in recom-
mending that for the present only
£105,000 should be set apart for harbor
works, and that none of this money
should be spent until Sir Johr Coode
himself, or somebody in whose report he
would have full eonfidence, hud persen-
ally visited the ecolony and examined the
locality of the proposed works. That
did not pledge the country to the adop-
tion hereafter of any particular scheme.
He looked upon the views expressed
upon this subject by the hon. member
for the Swan and the hon. member for
Perth as amounting to this—that if we
lose the present opportunity we shall
never have another, that the colony will
never be able to raise a further loan to
complete these works. If he thought
that was the case, he should vote against
the raising of any loan; but, believing
as he did that Western Australia had a
future before it, that Western Australia
had vitality in it, he felt perfectly justi-
fied in supporting the proposal that only
an .instalment of the amount that may
he required to complete these works
should be raised at present. The hon.
member for the Swan said he believed
the remainder of the money would be
required before three years. He did not
know how the hon. member could say
that, seeing that they had not decided
upon the character of the particular work
to be undertaken. Some time must
necessarily elapse before even the money
pow voted could be expended, if the
recommendation of the committee as to a
persoual inspection of the locality by Sir
John Coode should be followed out.

‘Weld, to the effect that the people of the | Possibly a year ¢r two might elapse be-

co]ony were not likely to abide by the

fore the work would be actually com-

report of Mr. Doyne or the report of Mr. | menced, whatever scheme might event-

Wardell. But the reason for that waai

ually be determined upon ; and, seeing
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the necessity which existed for carrying | Fremantle did. The guestion then arose
vut other works, in different paris of the | whether in the fuiure Fremantle barbor
colony, he did think it would bave been ! would simply be looked upon as the
unwise to have locked up a large portion | harbor of Fremantle, and not the harbor
of this loan until the money should be | of the colony. His own opinion was that
required for harbor works at Fremantle. i other ports would yet become of guite as

Mg. CROWTHER said he could not! much importance to this colony us Fre.

give a silent vote on this subject. He
congratulated the hon. member for Fre.
mantle upon the admirable speech which
he had delivered in support of his own
particular views upon this matter, but he
thought the hon. member for the Gas-
coyne had swept away some of the sophis-
tries with which the bhon. member had
supported his position. If he (Me
Crowther) had his own way he would not
have bhad this loan at amy price, o bo
apportioned as it was proposed to ap-
ortion it; but, seeing that be was
not likely to have his own way, it was
pot his intention to offer any serious
opposition to any of these items, although
he objected to several of them. Seceing
however that the select committee had
devoted a large amount of attention to
the subject, and seeing, as he had already
said, that he had no chance of having his
own way in the matter, he thought the
best thing he could do was to how as
gracefully as he could, under the circum-
stances, to the inevitable. He considered
it very doubtful indeed whether they
would be justified in expending a large
sum of money in improving the harbor
at Fremantle, for it was o question to
his mind whether in years to come Fre-
mantle would occupy the position of
chief port of the colony. There were
many indications pointing northward as
the scene of the future development of
Western Australia,—not the least of
which was the recent announcement of
the discovery of gold. Governor Robin-
son, he knew, regarded it as quite within
the range of possibility that the site of
the capital would hereafter be changed,
and the ‘Secrctary of State so far coin-
cided with that view when he requested
a separate account to be kept of the
revenues and expenditure of the northern
portion of the colony. Altogether we
had something like 3,500 miles of & coast

line, and a glance at the map would |

show that Champicn Bay occupied a more
central position relatively to our extreme
northern boundary and the cxtreme
southern houndary of this coast line than

mantle, and he doubted whether we
should he justified in incurring any very
large outlay in improving this open road-
stead. Freights were not higher here
than to the other colonies, and in some
respects were lower, and he thought the
comurittee bad acted most wisely in re-
commending that no expenditure should
be ineurred umpon these barbor works
until we had the advice of some recog-
nised authority, who had a character to
lose, and nothing to gain but the fee he
earned for his advice. As he had already
said, personally he objected to the pro-
posed apportionment of this loan in foto.
He objected to Swan River becoming in-
volved in a loan of half a million of
money to be scattered broadcast all
over the country, without regard to the
national importance of the works upon
which it was proposed to cxpend it.
And if the hon. member for Ferth’s
amendment were catried, and £95,000
were added to this first item, what was
to become of the other unfortunate items?
Heo was speaking to His Exceltency the
Governor on the subject of this loan that
very day, and His Excellency assured
him he had no intention to attempt to
float more than £150,000 of it now.
That being the case, he should like to
know by what rule of arithmetic the hon.
member for Perth proposed to get
£200,000 out of that sum for barbor
works at Fremantle. He said again, he
thought the committee had acted well in
recommending that none of this moncy
shall be spent until we have a guarantee
that when expended it will have been
judicicusly expended.

The amendment submitted by Mr.
Parger was then put and negatived,
and the original voie agreed to.

Telegraph Line, Roebourne lo Derby,
£85,000 :

Mzr. CROWTHER said, although he
had not the slightest hope of carrying it,
he should move that this vote be struck
out. There was a sleamer already call-
ing regularly at these northern ports,
and n all probability another steamcr
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would periodically call there, and he did | interest was somewhat depressed, though

think that these two steamn services
would provide all the facilities which!
the present handful of settlers in the’
Kimberley District would require for'
some years to come.

Mr. GRANT considered this the most
important item in the schedule. It was
w work in lis opinion of absolute neces-
sity. He might say that he was not
particularly anxious for this loan at all;
Lut, if there was one work more.than
another which would justify cur raising a
loan at all it was this telegraph line. They
had everything to gain by it. In ten
years timie Kimberley and the North:
distriet would be of more importance’
than all the rest of the colony put
together. There was the making of a
magnificent pastoral country, and there
was sugar country, and there was gold
too. What had they to show in these
southern districts? He would com-
mence at Albany,—what had they there? .
A little sandalwood, but there was no
prospect of the trade in sandalwood
reviving, There was no agricultural land
in the distriet worth speaking of. Com-
ing on to the Vasse, what had they
there? Only a few wood-cutters, from
whem the coleny derived no profit, They
then came to that great place called
Bunbury, which was said to be a fine
agricultural district. But what did they
find? Wby, that the district was not
able to supply its own paltry wants, in,
the shape of Dbutter, potatoes, and the,
common necessaries of life. They had,
no sheep there to create a large export of |
waol, and lie believed there was only one!
man in thy district who had sent up any .
cattle this season to Fremantle. What
did they think of a district like that?
The Yeork district, again, which was
always so highly spoken of. To his
wind, if they took the whole valley of
the Avon, it only amounted to a small
station. It was not a great agricultural
country, and he was sure it was nol a
great pastoral counlry. Toodyay was
very little hetter, as regards csportable
1roducts.
pion Bay, no doubt that was a mineral
district, but the mineral industry had
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been so depressed of late years thut there
way little or nothing doing. Tis pastoral
arca wis increasing tolerably fast, to-.

wards the Murchison, Lut its furming |
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no doubt they had some fine farmin

country at the Irwin, and that was all
that could be said in its favor. -But let
them go further north, to the Gasecoyne,
and see the prospects there. Every year
the pastoral industry was developing,
and there were more and more sheep
every season; and he considered wool to
be the bone and sinew of the coleny.
In a few years hence they would have
not far short of a million sheep in the
districe. The prospects at Kimberley
wore still brighter; and, if it was
intended to give that part of the colony
fair play, they must construct this tele-
graph line,

The motion submitted by Mr. Crow-
THER, to strike out the item, was then put
and negatived. .

Railway, York to Beverley, and Spenccr’s
Brook nerthward, £160,600:

Mz. SHENTON expressed a hope that
there would be no dissentient voice raised
against this item. Although the amount
was not so large as that mentioned by
His Excellency the Governor in his mes-
sage, still hie hoped it would suffice to
carry out a work that they all wished to
see completed, and that there would also
be a sufficient balance, after constructing
the line from York to Beverley, to extend
the line from Spencer’s Brook northward,
in the direction of Newcastle, vii Nor-
tham.

The item was agreed to without opposi-
tion.

Tramway Rood, Harbor Accommodation
and Improvements, Cossack ond Rocbourne,
£20,000

Agreed to, without comment.

Railway frome Geraldion fo Greenough,
£60,000 :

Mr. CROWTHER expressed Lis re.
gret that the select committee had not
seen its way clear to appropriate out of
the loan a sufficient sum to have extended
this line to Dongarra. He was oonvinced
int his own mind that such a ling would
be a reproductive work, and he did not
say that without figures to support him.
[The hon. member quoted a variety of
atatisties, chiefly agricultural, on the sub-
ject.] These figures, he said, showing as
they did the capabilities of the district,
even in the absence of rallway facilities,
were such as fully justified the ishabit-
anls of the district in expecting that the
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implied promise of the Gtovernor—that ! tion and the working expenses of the line.

they should have a railway should have
been carried out. But, as he bad already
poioted out, it was no earthly use kick-
ing against the pricks. The majority, in
their wisdom or otherwise, had ruled
otherwise, and if he spoke about it until
doomsday he did not suppose he would be
able to convert a majority into a minority.
He wonld therefore say no more, heyond
thut he regretted exceedingly that a
sufficient amount had not been set apart
for carrying the line, as it ought to he
carried, right on to Dongarra.

The item was then put and passed.

~ Railiray from Bunbury lo Tonber flanges,
£40,000:

Mkeg. S. H. PARKER said, that before
moving to strile this item out he should
like to have some information as to what
object the line was intended to serve, or
what probability there was of its hecom-
ing a reproductive work, It was all very
well for hon. members who had sat on
the select committee to vote for the ap-
propriation of these amounts, but bhe
would remind the House that those who
were not on that committee had nothing
whatever to guide them in coming to a
decision as regards these items.

Me. VENN did uot know what infor-
mation the hon. member wanfed. He
must be aware that the select committee

had given their most careful attention to |

the various items in the schedule, and he
might rely that they arrived at no con-
clusion without good and suflicient
grounds for doing so.

Mg. 8. H. PARKER moved that the
item be struck out.

Mr. VENN could only regard the hon.
member’s opposition to this vote as
factious opposition. The hon. member
must be as well aware as he was what
the objects were in constructing this line.
He would tell the hon. member one of
them: the line was intended, for one
thing, to stimulate and develop animpor-

- Nor was this all.

Ile looked wupou this
line as the first section of a line to be
bereafter ¢xtended to the Blackwood dis-

‘trict, and he was satisfied in his own

mind that all the expectations as to the
benefits to be derived from railway com-
munication would be fulfilled as regards
this particular Jline. If there was a
reproductive work among all the items in
the schedule this was it.

Mz. GRANT did not see why tihe
colony should be asked to build a railway
for the convenience and profit of the pro-
prictors of one or two fimber mills,

. There might he some good agricultural

T

land in the district, but it was a strange
thing to him that the farmers of the dis-
trict could not even supply their own re-

,quirements in the shape of hutter and

other necessaries of life.

AMe. S. H. PARKER understood that
all the timber mills in the district had
been abandoned, and that there was no
probability of the district being ever able
to compete in this respect with other
localities more favored for the develop-
ment of this particular industry. More-
over he objected altogether to the con-
struction of any meore railways simply
with the object of developing any particu-
lar industry. They had seen the resuli
of such speculative undertakings at
Champion Bay, where a line was con-
structed simply in order to develop the
mining industry,—with what result was
known to every hon. member. He was
very much afraid if this railway werc
built it would result in the same dire
consequences as that © wnhappy railway
at the north had resulted in. DMoreover,
from the newspaper reports of meetings
held at Bunbury in support of this line,
it would appear that the only object in
view was to get this money spent in the
district, whether the railway was required
or not.

Mg. VENN said the hon. and learned

tant local industry, now languishing | member, true to his profession, had
through the want of facilities for trans., sought to twist the few remarks bhe had
port. He alluded to thetimber industry. | made, jin order to endeavor to make a

At a very low estimate 10,000 loads of - good case cut of a bad one.
line ' member said all the district wanted was

timber would be carried on this

The hon.

anpually—it was more likely to be four ' to get the money spent there, irrespective
times that quantity—but, taking it at the . of its requirements in the shape of a

lowest estimate, and reckoning freight at railway.
10s. a load, this would go a great way to | prove his statement.

He defied the hon. member to
He repudiated the

pay the intercst on the cost of construe- | hon. member's insinuation altegether,
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The hon. member suid the timber in-
dustry had been abandoned, but the hon.
mnember did not say why it had been
abandoned, The hon. member knew as
well as he did why it had heen abandoned.
The hen. member knew that the pre-
sent  depression was simply owing
to the absence of those facilities which
this railway would supply. DBut it
was not alone the timber industry that
would benefit from this line. There
were no more fertile lands in Western
Augtralia than the lands through which
this line would pass, and it would pene-
trate a country of as good a quality as
any in the colony, and there could be no
doubt this railway would receive a con-
siderable amount of traftic from these
lands. As to the statement that the dis-
triet did not produce enough butter for
its own consumption and had to import
it, the hon. member who made that
statement made a statement which was
entirely false, and the hon. member knew
it was false.

Mr. 5. H. PARKER: S8ir, I rise to
order. The hon. member charges an-
other hon. member with waking a state.
ment which he says the hon. member
knew was o false statement.

Tue CHAIRMAN OF COMMIT-
TEES: The hon. member is decidedly
oub of order in stating that another hoen.
wember knew that a statement he was
making was a false statement.

Mg. VENN said he should be sorry to
say anything that was offensive to any
hon. member, but he felt sure that the
hon. member whe made the statement
knew in his own mind that it was false,
[Mr. Drown: Fallacious.] Well, fal-
lacious, The hon. member knew it, for
he had himeelf told him that the district
exported hutter largely to Fremantle.

Mr. GRANT said he had veceived his
information on very good authority.

‘Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said the question of construct-
ing this railway had been Defore the
House on a former oceasion, and a
survey of the proposed route had already
been made, and a tracing laid on the
table. He believed that for the length
of line proposed to be constructed—apart
altogether from its connection with the
timber ranges—there was no part of the
colony where a line starting direct from
a port went through so much fair, if not

good, and in some places excellent agri-
cultural land. ore or less, right
through its whole length, the land along
the line was above the average quality of
agricultural land in this coloeny, and he
thought the district, apart from its tim-
ber, had a just claim to ask for this rail-

way.

Mr. BROWN =aid he intended to
support the item. If there was a chance
of advancement for the colony, he
thought it was only reasonable to expect
that a place like Bunbury, that had sup-
ported a considerable population for the
past fifty years, would, if it had improved
facilities such as railway communication,
make more rapid progress. His own
opinion was that any place which wus
unfit to have a railway was unfit for
settlement. He looked forward to the
day when Bunbury, as the seaport of an
important district, will be connected with
the proposed grand trunk line between
Beverley and Albany.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said he had
not intended to have troubled the House
with any rewavks; but when he found
hon. members who knew little or nothing
aboub the district taking up the time of
the House, he thought the House might
bear with him while he spoke a few
words on ihe subject. He Lnew the
district well, and he helieved 16 was one
of the best districts in the colony. It
was a district that was capable of carry-
ing a large population; the climate was
delightful; and the couniry in the
neighborhood of the proposed terminus
of this line was in his opinion one of the
most beautiful spots in the colony. Ti
was a well-grassed and fertile locality,
occupied by a hard-working industrious
class of people, who, with a very small
area of land under cultivation, had
succeeded in maintaining themselves
and their families respectably. Eventu-
ally this line would open up a large
extent of the best agricultural land in the
colony, and, with improved means of
communication, the success of the district
might be regarded as assured. The vote
met with his entire approbation.

Mr. S. H. PARKER thought he might
fairly congratulate himself upon baving
succceded by his motion in eliciting at
any rate some little discussion, and
brought forward some arguments in
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favor of this proposed railway ; otherwise | *“ years from the date of purchase of
the item would bave gone forth without | * such land, produce Sugar or oiber irop-
a single word in its favor. After the “ical products to the export value of
light which bad now been thrown on the . “ (say} £5,000; and the House is further
subject he did not intend to press his|‘ of opinion, that to mark the sense of
motion to strike out the item. ! “the value of such enterprise to the

The question that the item stand part !  colony, acres of land in fee might
of the schedule was then put and passed. | “ well be allotted to whatever individual,

 Progress was then reported, and leave
given to sit again.

The House adjourned at half-past one

o'clock, a.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Thursday, 11th Seplember, 1884.

Dcvclcﬁnmentol' Kimberley Sugnr Lnuds—Aﬂ;proprial ion
Bill, 1885: frst reading—Soanitation (Message No.
B)-~Mr. Hordern's Roitwny Coniract—Loan for
Public Works : Further consideration of Schedule
(Message No. 91)—Joint Stock Companies Ordin-
ance, 1859, Amendinent Bill: thirdresding— Sapreme
Court Ordi ., 1861, A d t Bill: further
considered in committec—Adjourmment.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
noon.

Prayers.

DEVELOPMENT OF KIMBERLEY SUGAR
LANDS.

Mzr. VENN moved the following re-
solution : “ That this House is of opinion,
“that to encourage the growth of sugar
‘ cane and other tropical produce in the
“Kimberley District, north of the Leo-
‘*pold Ranges, it is desirable to offer
“further inducements than provided for
“iu the existing Land Regulations, and,
“with a view of testing certain areas in
“ that district, it is of opinton the Gov-
“grnment might well offer and give a
“ liberal bonus, in land, to any individual,
“firm, or syndicate who shall bond fide
“initiate the growth and coltivation of
“sugar, rice, or other tropical produets

“in the Kimberley Thstriet, from lands-

¢ purchased from the Government, and
“who shall, within a period of (say) five

“firm, or syndicatec may be the first to
“achieve such results, and that such
“lands might be sclected by the parties
“in question, either adjoining the lands
“already held by them, or from any sugar
“lands in the Kimberley District north
1“of the Leopold Ranges.”” The hon.
= membor said although ho had only given
short notice of this resolution, the matter
+ had occupied bis mind since the com-
“mencement of the session; but he had
not felt in a position to move in the
. matter until now, and he regretfed that
,at so latec a period of the session hon.
members might probably not he able to
. give the matter as much consideration as
| they would wish to giveit. We bad a
Ila.rge area of land, portions of which
were reported to be good sugar land,
"north of the Leopold Ranges, and it had
; been suggested that this land should be
| locked up, pending the result of certain
test experiments. Fe had opposed that
proposition, believing it was a wrong
course to adopt, though he had no doubt
‘i that the object in view was fo protect the
; interests of the colony. He would point
' out that in supporting the present reso-
i lution hon. members would also attain
: the object they had in view, and attain it
' without resorting to any experimental
“tests, but by a practical proof, which
might be of substantial value,—much
more so than any scientific tests, when
climatie conditions might differ and vary.
He was referring now to the resolution
moved the other day by the hon. member
for the North, who had laid great stress
upon the preat value of sugar lands in
Queensland. But the present value of
sugar lands in Queensland was the result
of many vears patient labor and of the
expenditure of a large amount of capital ;
and he thought it would have been beiter
for Queensland now if it had given en-
couragement to capitalists embarking in
this industry at an earlier perted of its
history, which was the direction in which
this motion tended. He had no inten-
' tion, nor did the reselution contemplate




